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Background on Safe Routes to School


 

New tools for informing others


 

How SRTS works with the National 
Prevention Strategy and CDC goals



August 2005, SAFETEA-LU was passed.

This law designated $612 million in Federal 
transportation funds, distributed through each 
State’s Department of Transportation to: 

• enable and encourage children to walk and 
bicycle to school;

• improve the safety of children walking and 
bicycling to school; and

• facilitate projects and activities that will 
reduce traffic, fuel consumption, and air 
pollution near schools.



Federal Funding for SRTS

 Was: $612M for 2005 – 2009
 Total funding to 3/4/11: $861,851,563
 As of 12/30/10: 68% announced



What’s the reach?
As of Dec 31, 2011

 4.8 million school children
10,400 schools
 All 50 states and DC 



How does reach compare to population?
Population density of school-age children



What kinds of activities have been 
announced for funding?

1. Sidewalk improvements
2. Traffic calming, speed reduction and traffic 

control 
3. Pedestrian/ bicycle access 
4. Education 
5. Encouragement
6. Enforcement
7. Evaluation
8. General statement
9. Other



New interactive map shows SRTS projects at work in 

 communities: maps.saferoutesinfo.org











The National Prevention and Health Promotion Strategy

Draft Strategic directions
Healthy physical, social and economic 
environments
Eliminate health disparities
Prevention and Public Health Capacity

Draft Targeted Strategic directions
Active Living
Injury-free living



How does income at SRTS schools compare with 
US schools overall? 
(NCES, 2008-2009)

Percent students FRPM

Low = 75%
Middle = 40-75%
High = Up to 40%



How does mean percentage of represented racial/ethnic 
groups at SRTS  schools compare to US schools  overall? 
(NCES, 2008-2009)





Bear Creek Elementary, Boulder, CO
A car-free commute changes habits of entire families



Student Population:  365 students
Original Percentage of walkers/bikers: 41 percent 

Current Percentage:  70 percent and growing!
Federal funds awarded: 
$ 36,101  Awarded 2008; Shared among 3 schools  
$ 73,000  Awarded 2007; Shared among 6 schools  (Education & 

Encouragement)
$154,000 Awarded 2009 to City of Boulder to retrofit an intersection

Results:



 

2007-2008 school year:  30 percent reduction in cars and 
corresponding traffic congestion during the 2007-2008 school year



 

September 2008:  students accrued 4,800 miles from 6,600 Car-Free 
Commute trips in one month

Bear Creek Elementary’s Car-Free Commute Program



Ben W. Murch Elementary School, Washington D.C.
Building consensus ─

 

and sidewalks 



Student Population:  500 students
Located in downtown Washington D.C. between two major 

commuter streets

Federal funds awarded: 
$150,000 Awarded 2008 for infrastructure 

Results:


 

Reversed school policy that prohibited students from 
bicycling to school without special permission



 

Built community support for walking and bicycling to school, 
including neighborhood support for new sidewalk construction



 

Implemented an effective student Safety Patrol program 
to enforce safe driving behavior around the school

Ben W. Murch Elementary School, Washington D.C.



Alpine Elementary School
Alpine, Utah

Working locally and globally



Student Population:  780 students
Part of the lowest funded school district in the nation
Attempted abduction of a 6th-grade student in 2008 

Federal funds awarded: 
$12,000 Awarded 2008 for education and encouragement 
$50,000 Awarded 2009 for infrastructure, including solar traffic signs 

and a bike parking pad
$9,500 Awarded 2009 for education and encouragement

Results:


 

Started a Meals for Miles encouragement program:
• Reduced traffic congestion by 59 motor vehicles (on 

average)
• Increased number of students walking/bicycling to 

school by 118 students (on average)


 

Students, faculty and staff walked 26,748 miles in 1 year

Alpine Elementary School, Alpine, Utah



Mini-grants at work



 
In Stockton, California, Walton Special Center will 
purchase pedestrian safety and accessibility 
equipment to enable students with disabilities to 
explore their community and be active.



 
In Boulder, Colorado, Heatherwood Elementary 
School will purchase a low-frame tricycle to help 
children with disabilities participate in Walk and 
Roll to School events.



 
In Burgin Kentucky, the elementary, middle and 
high school are developing a quarter mile track 
with exercise stations that will be available for 
the rest of the community to use. 



Mini-grants at work



 
In Louisville, Kentucky, Indian Trail Elementary 
will support its student-conceived and student – 
run bike shop.



 
In New Orleans, Louisiana, James Weldon 
Johnson Elementary School will create a walking 
school bus program supported by Louisiana 
Retired Teacher Association



 
In Billings, Montana, at Highland Elementary 
School a student-developed video is being 
produced to educate local decision-makers on the 
effects of school siting policies.



Mini-grants at work



 
In Tulsa Oklahoma, elementary schools are 
partnering with the Tulsa Hub Syndicate to bring 
bilingual after-school bicycle clubs to 
metropolitan Tulsa.



 
In Madras, Oregon, Warm Springs Elementary 
school, located on Warm Springs Indian 
Reservation, will launch a campaign to reduce 
speeding and improve yielding to pedestrians.









Thank you.  Thoughts or questions?

saferoutesinfo.org
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